A contemporary view of neoplasms in children. The pathologist's perspective.
The diagnosis of childhood malignancy is a complex endeavor that requires the cooperation of the clinician and pathologist. On occasion, potentially problematic situations arise when a biopsy cannot answer all of the questions or is nondiagnostic. Delays may occur before a final diagnosis is possible in an especially complicated case that requires several time-consuming studies. The pathologist should appreciate the pressure placed on the clinician to initiate treatment and, in turn, the clinician should realize that several steps are necessary before the pathologic examination can be completed.